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AMUSKMRNTS THIS EVEW1N0.

HXOADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.liuourtD Baiwa
Ihnsonwaa Kimt'i liua.

MTIITTniiTM. bow«ry.Egrarraiai* Pnroii-
MOta A OVAACIAN AXBIL. PiJIDY THS PlPaK.JAC*
tomiiD
HTtBLO'9 GARDEN, Broadway.The Svris.

BHRTON'3 THKATHC. Cfcaabara atraat- Urrca T*a
an Lowtk Twi^tv AroLLu la Saw Ton

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway.Onriaua f*om
Xmauaao.Two to Una.Aarrvi. Oomm,

UTROFOLITAN TQRATRR, Broadway.Somavtu

AHERICAN HOSRCM.Aftaraooa.Dun Mam o» Ham-
«ami>. Eva*i>t Hi.icmbao>.

WOOD'S TABLITIB8.Maahaatos' Hall, 473 Braadway

BOOKLET'S OPERA HOUSE, UP Broadway.Buck
kn'i Ethiopia* Onaa Ti*vn.

WOOD'S MINSTRELS.Miaa trait HaU, 444 Broadway,

¦ew Ttrk, Friday, D(MBkcr 15, 1854.

Tfcc Ifcwa,
Ike proceeding" in the Senate yesterday were un-

toteresti »g. A memorial from the New York Cham¬
ber of Commerce, asking for an expedition to r<-

fcve Dr. Kane, wa« referred. A resolution direct
lag inquiry u to the expediency of abolishing ttw
bwpit&l tax on seamen was adopted. Several unim¬
portant bill- were pamed, and the Senate adjourned
Ml Monday.
In the House yesterday Mr. Cutting introduced a

Joint resolution authorising the President to adopt
¦secures to procure the erection of a lighthouse on

Cfcpe Race. The importance of t^is suggestion car.

act be underrated, and it should be acted on with¬
out any unnecessary delay, the memorial of tbe
New York Chamber ef Commerce relative to th?
Kane expedition, being th« same as that offered in
the Senate, was presented by Mr. Wheeler. In Com¬
mittee of the Wh-,le the discission on the Nebraska
fnestion was renewed, Mr. Stephens of Georgia
denying th&* :h result of the rect nt State election*
indicated a eti ire on the part of the people for the
appeal of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. He was reolied
to by Mr. Campbell of 0p>k>. and Washburne of Illi¬
nois. The debate was very spirited and exciting.
Oer correspondence from Washington, published

today, will be found very interesting. A copy
of the provisions of Mr. B >coek'j bill for encouriiu-
*¦* enlittments in the na7y, ard to ensure bettf-
discipline in the service, is given. It provides re¬

wards for good con (int. and punishment by con-

ftoement and forfeitures of pay and privileges for
minor offences.
The steamship Prometheus arrived at New Or¬

leans yesterday, with California dates to the 24cti
alt, one hundred and sxty passcngow, and on:

million in treasure. The general news ia unimpor.
mat. Business at San Francisco continued about
fee same as at previous advicco, but in the interior

M was greatly depre«?>ed. The miners had suffered
aeverely for want of rain, of which less than an

average quantity bad fallen. The loss of the ehalt-
.bip City of Ne» It dford is reoorted, but no p» -

ticularo are given. Toe war steamer Susquehanna
would lefcve San FraDci^co on th^ 24th insw.for th<-«

rlly. From Oregm the account of the atrocit'ex
ef tbe Indians are melin;holy. The Snakes ha t

attacked an emigrant train, ard muidered tho en¬

tile i arty.
Our advices from n*vana are to the 8th inat., b'il

tho In'eUigen-e, th uch Interesting, cannot be
(cgardrd as impo;tinu Our corros(>ondecce, pu ¦

iiehed in anotber column, give* an epitome of the
current m»s of tbe week previons to the depu-tnr^
of tbe steamer. The commander of the brig I/K-»

at Huvant, stated that when at Jamaica he
leeetved a letter from the British Consul at Carth i-

gena, dated October 10, which men'dened th» tbe
akop-of war A'bany *&& ut that port at the a#>ve
dee.
Warrants were issued yesterday by Commission^ -

Morton for the arrest of certain parties charged with
ftxcibly expelling the agents of the owners of th-
**P New Era, lately wrecked on the Jersey coant
and taking possession of her. Officers were S:u*
down is a steamer to arrest >hc wreckers.
A meeting of property owners affected by tbt*

proposed Bloomingdale squa-e was held last ev> it

tog. it will bo seen by tho report of the jHHBtJ
<»«. that tbe couteaplatod improvement is .-e

gaided wltb freat disfavor, and that the objection-
arged against it are certainly snflSciently imiwrt n

to command serious consideratl-in.
Thomas F ancis Meagher delivered an eloqaen'

lecture last evening in tbe Broadway Tab-rnt .c

on the Hfe and t'mes of Daniel O'Cancell. Tber t-

were fully three thousand persons present.
Tbe jury in the case of Tncker, trisd in the Kio«'

.ountv Court of Oyer and Terminer for the murder

.f his son, failed to agree upon a verdict after for'; .

four hours deliberation, aod wore yesterday dis¬
charged. They stood seven for conviction ami ti> -

tor acquittal.
The Board of AlJennen tra^acted a oonsider i

abie amount efMmm last evening. Clalon »er»

Motived frm different parties, amounting to ou

$14,000, for injorie* to property by the propon^.i
toprcvru>ent in Canal and Walter streets. Pcti
tions were received from parties desirous of lit rinj?
the fcf.w City Hall boi'.t in Mudiaon square, ('¦na-
musical lone were received from the Comptroll ir,
statins the amount of m»ncy expended in defend-
ng suits against the city, and setting forib bi<
nhcu for refusing to pay 1200,000, the amount of
ike draft of the BcboO) Commimioner*. A resolu¬
tion was offered calling on the special committee
.n bti'dlng the new Ci'y Hall to report on the f*

pediftccy of sdding two stories to the prnacrt C"*
Hall, and making otbe^iroprovemer ti. It wbi r>

tarred to the ommittv*. The proj- °rty r!crk of
the firs'. dietrijt was directed to furniih the B-iard
with amount of property al'egfd to hare bu n

stolen within three motr-hs, and the dispositi m
mde of the sum?. The oM Reynolds contract *

ealV>d from the table an I settled, aud a new son
tract. «w direc««-d to be advertised for far ti*
year-. A tfsolntion was adopted for entering ?

¦i>«cl*l meeting of t>e Board tor Tu -^diy nex;. for
the ourp. *e of a u pointing police an J civil clerKt.
The Board of <'ntinrUmPi me', last cvrntng , and

lad under '.on«idfrat'on na* pspe" re atlve to i':
letter wotking of the uiff;rent departm?ats. Ncno
.f thmn, bowtver, were of any puMir importance

Ytsterday mornier. about «ix o'cl >ck, a fire took
place in the confenlonery establishment of Coo#-
ctlian Wiid, aitiated at No. 451 Broadwty, de¬
stroying the rear buildiog, smi considerab'y loj ir-

tog the adjoining property. <viMng a dettructlon of
property to the amount of scvernl thou i and dollars.
A report of the fire will be fooud otowhere.
The ftonr m«rk«>t Iter all grades of State brands

ocntiaued firm ywtwday, w th fair sales. Among
Iha transactions were aboa . 2,000 bbls. Oaialtan,
¦old :¦ bond for export at $9. Wbea wn8»t-«jy,
but without tain of mportance. Cpra sold freely
.A 96c. a%c. the latter figure for Southern new {
jellow, delivered, which wa an diarce. The
transactions >mbra3 d considerable lo . or sxoort.
Mas* pork sold at tl2 87 a I 3, and 1» d at 10c, a

JOfcc. The market for oo ton was unsettled, and
. aj<* could not have been probably forced ahxl

vi a recline of tan on^Mrth of a cen k er 'b.

*¦«*¦¦¦ mm* nnmUum SUr.ry.
»nti-slavary organs of (be North, tboagt

considerably paralyaed by tb« recent move¬
ments of the Know Nothings. and (be li^ de¬
ft at of the free Mi) emigration society squatters
in the Terri'ory of Kaesas, still favor u» with
an occasional Jeremiad upon the horrible iuati-
tution of Southern slavery in a social or poli¬
tical view.
The latest exposition of his kind is foanded

upon certai eUtistics from a supplemental of
flcial document on the census, ust publirhed,
from which it appears that the slaveholders and
slaves in the Southern States may be summed

| up as follows
J Slave- jig ppQt

, Holders of 1 «ta*e #M2o' *t. 1 ^22)
Holder* of 1 tad under 6.... 10b,683 a*
Holders of 6 and under 10.. 80,68* av. 7 ftW MS

ToUU MM"
At; No.

g0"*. of i° ¦D* und«r 20. 64, a*. l(i
I Hnldt-r* of 20 and un<l<-r 60.. 29,733 *v 36 1 0*)Y.a«.

I H«lder« of 60 and under lto. «m Vr. fi w'S
Ho d»rn of 100 and under !MC 1,470 ur IK; 221 'sso
Ho derSof 200*«dunder 300 'l87 IV
Holder* of .100 sad under 600 66 ir 400 2-i'400
Holder* of 600 & under 1,000 0 . 7,,
Holdere of 1,000 and over.... 2 a*. 160s 3^1

ToU1'' W,267 2,e2MaO
#56,IM» 808,3*2

Grand total. 347,446 3,623413
It is assumed that some 80,000 of these slave¬

holders, or less than one-fourth of the wliule
number, control the politics of the South and
of the general government.the Soith con¬

trolling the North at Washington through the
said eighty thousand slaveholders.
We have no doubt that many deluded

people on the slavery question will read
over the above statistics, and the estimate
deduced from them, with sensations of stir

prise, mortification and shame.with sur"
prise that the destinies and policy, foreign aud
domestic, of this mighty republic of twenty-
five millions of souls, are managed by eighty
thousand slaveboldt rs; and with sensations of
mortification and shame that the free North
should tamely consent to this most extraordi¬
nary slaveholding despotism. Our credulous
Northern anti slavery fanatics, shocked at the
social depravities of Southern slavery as they
have r <¦< ived them, will be puzz ed to know
how mch a degrading and demoralizing instl
tution can wield such unlimited power among
* people so intelligent and free as the miliums

j that are required to give shape and direction to
our political affairs.
Let us briefly look into this. If Southern

slavery were the horrible institution depicted
! by the abolition journals, and if Southern

slaveholders were the ungodly aristocracy
of semi savages they are represented
to be, their influence in our national
affairs, would indeed be wonderful and shame
fuL But the "peculiar institution" of tho
South, though a more fixed and definite form of
slavery than the servitude of the North, is
practically.il the census may be relied upon,
far less deplorable in its results. So. too, if
Southern slaveholders constitute an all-power¬
ful ur rtocrncy in their section, we have an

aristocracy in the North even more despotic
and powerful. It is the same thing in another
form an aristocracy ofcapital. In t be South the
capitalists are slaveholdersin the North they
are bankers, financiers, manufacturing and other
corporations. In the Sonth, the institution 01

slavery and the affairs of the slaveliolding aris
tocracy work rcgHirly, smoothly, and com¬

paratively free from those dreadful fluctuation-
between capital and labor which in the North,
are s-o rioductivcof suffering and crimc.
As l>. ivreen Southern slavery and Northern

scivitude let us t»ke for example a cotton fac
tor.v at Lowell and a Georgia cotton planta¬
tion. In the vitiated atmosphere of the fac¬
tor} the operatives work some fourteen hours
P-rdoy.on the cotton plantation the slaves
labor in the wholesome air of the open
fields from sun to suu. with liberal intervals
for rest and refreshment. If the factory opera¬
tive becomes disqualified for service.alas ! too
frequently.no other alternative is left the
poor unfortunate than the almshouse or star¬
vation. If the plantation slai e becomes dis¬
abled from accident, or from disease, or the in¬
firmities of age, he has a lien upon his master »

plantation, and is provided for. His healtti
and his master's interest go together. Sucn as
these are among tho practical differences be-
t « een Northern servitude and Southern slavery.
But the most striking difierence 1* in this.that
the cotton factory shortens the life of the
operative, while the laborer upon the Southern
plantation not uofrtqucntly survives to the
good old age of a hundred years.
Look we at the working, in the aggregate, of

the Southern as compared with the Northern
a? stem ol servitude, and that of the South pre
sents it»i!f in a still more favorable ligh'.
The corporation of a cottcn factory fails, »

thousand poor people are instantly thro<vn ou«.
of employment, many with families, and
most ot ihem with no otbar means th.ui
their daily labor for their dtiily bread. Our
money market is tight^-very tight. the work
on roads and canals, and in manufacturing and
nil busfness operations, is fearfully reduced
Th« m-ands of laboring people are thus thrown
out ot work, the most prndent among them
hat ing scarcely m«>re than the semty sixpenny
savirgs of the last summer lor the winter'*
1 1' -i>tence. And this is not the worst of it
he wor>t is yet to come. But, even as it

we venture to say that there U more positive
suffering, more distress and crime, result;:;,*
from the evils of destitution alone, among thi
poor of this city of New York with its seven

i'Uadred thousand souls, than can be fenud
among all the three millions and five hun-lrc!
thousand slaves of the Souln from all earn-

combired.
There i« no conflict between tbe slaveh<4dlug

ariKtoc.rafly of the Sonth and their laborer*.
Their internet* are bleniled, and they work har-
moniontly together. There is a continual con¬

flict between capital and labor in the North,
and continual fluctuations in the pn.n*y m^r

kct, resulting from shinpla»tcr inLatiou* or

contraction*, invariably producing ruin and
misery to tbr working elapses, from wbi?h all
cla In the South whites and black* .
are comparatively exempt. Our pon'ten-
tiarics and jails, asylums and a.m*-

houfes are filled to overflowing.-hons.Mid-
of men, women and children we pencil¬
ing around us for want of bread, w ie oar mer¬

chants arc exporting it abroad. All the ».

things are tbe practical results of the Ktruirsrl*'
between capital and labor betw en th>> em

ploy era and their workmen in the North, inevi¬
tably weakening tbe laborer and strengi'aeuiiik
the capitalist as his merciless ma«ter These
evils of the Northern social system, a* between
capital and labor, are rapidly, and, .nst now

fearfully increasing, while in the South the re¬
lations between maeter and slave peenre tbe
latter food and raiment, though the crops of the

! plaeWtiflaV mohdm 1 by lire, <r - ok In the
m* « tbo«t a uranee.
"W« ipimtebd bit t ere are DUDjiaoof

our a»ti-al»very pi op e who will case to re¬

gard the iutitnti n o' South no sla y *

?hudde i«pr i nd b rr<»r the c »lra m'na-
ti<«n of sueh prac ic&l c mpari->nns 8 the*-*.
Next tbey w 1 cease to w nder a the po itical
tofioence wie ded ty I e >1 ehold rs of the
S«u«h Tbeir very lives depend upon the tn iin-
tenaDOe of their social *y stem. Iu protection is
guarantee d by the North in the fedi r 0 eoi titu-
ti<'n, and husth y of the South seek to main-
tain it. Nolh nu more. Wh*'ev political in-

: fluenee thfj may have is legitimately exercised
for the great objec o' s lf-pre-erv tion against

j Northern fnatic , demagogues and tra torj

on y fear that of la e 'oo mtny ^oatheru
men have b^ea over'o kng this gr t»t daty in
the eojoymen of the spoils of 'he administra¬
tion. . u we ar* ealing with u Northern

j antl-slavery organs. Will ihey c ndesceud,
with at least a show of ^u tice, 'o g ve us the
benefit of their pbiloso. hy t ouceraiog the po-
litical influence of the .instocrtcy o capi al in
the North, and its practical socia result* as

compared with the slaveho.uin , ar st eracy of
the South?
We have been 1 oklng into these statistics of

! the census, and commeud the atte tion of our

anti-slavery organs to the comparative figures
respecting crime and pauperism m the North
and the South. Between Uncle Tom in bin
cabin aud tbo free Northern working man

without employment, rriven t» the almshouse
from want, or perishing in a filthy cellar with
his fam ly. because he can get no work, he at
least may think that Uncle Tom has the best or
it. Let our anti- sinvery organs pursue their
researches among the statistics of the census.

We only insist upon it that they shall not run

over all the beggars in our streets to preach
their hollow sympathy for Uncle Tom. Nothing
more.

Flaqo s Difikck..We publish elsewhere a

long story writ-en by Comptroller Flagg in de
fence o bis iecent conduct and in reply to the
strictures to w ich it has givn rise. The point
thereof is that Compti-<> er PI gg ha I no au

thority to pay the deb s of th c ty witu rut a

special appropriation there or ; aa I c .ns*

qnently, those officials whose salar es wee

omitted from the list of a probations, have no

claim to be paid. This argument mi,bt he
worth fomeihing if the du»y of making up the
appropr ations devolved on the unpaid clerk-

or officials: but as Mr. F agg is appointed au

holds office for no other pjrp ce but to see <hai
all the necessary at-propr at ous are made b
the prt per body, it seems rather absur I f ir hiw
to say hat his neglect inv . ves another m in >

loss. He is the financial executiv< of the
city, for Mayor Westerve tdoes not care to dis
charge this branch of his duties: and as sucr.
he is bound to present every appropriation o
the Common C uncil, tnd have it passed up >u

lie now says, I did not do this, and therefore,
though the city certainly owes so nMoh to so

and- go, he cannot be paid Such logic deserve.-
that in case of further d fflculty, Flagg should
be made to suffer himself for ids neglect.
There is no more strict constructionist alive

than Flagg in questions involving a clerk's t-a

l&ry, or a newspaper bill; and hence he h<w
gained in certain iii-in'ormed quarters a repu¬
tation for bonewty. But, strange to say, thi
feature of his character is singularly change
able. In matters where large amounts are

concerned, and Flagg'* friends are interest¬
ed, the country does not contain a mor<-
liberal latitudinarian. He will pass over

a ,ob of half a million, but make a clerk'-
famity starve by raising some quibble to

prevent the payment of his salary. Just so

while a public creditor is refused his due, fo
want of an appropriation, Mr. Flagg usurp
control over two millions of county moneys,
over which be has no authority whatever, an<1
which ought to be iu the hands of the Chamber¬
lain.
The eyes of the public are belnjj opened by

the last report from Flagg which showed tha>
the sum required for the y.ar s service exceed
ed thirteen millions of dollars Other dtccove
ries remain to be made. Tbe full effect of thv
million of dollars now lying on depo« t in the
Mechanics' Bank, and used for stoc*jobbin^
purposes by the friends of that institution. i*

not yet fnl»y apprec.a ed. It is the misuse oi
sums of money of this description which enables
operators to control the grain market aui help-
to keep up the price of flour. Flagg not oaty
lets our tax bill increase, but.from what mo
tive ho knows bes'-. assists the operators oi
Wall street in monopolizing the necessaries o

life, and coutrioutes largely to protract our

present straitened circum-tances.
Hard Times aki> High Prices.The Coal

Duty..Ev. rjbody is compla ning of hard
time*, everybody is Buffering from high price.*
Coal eight dollart per ton, flour twelve dollar*
per barrel, wages com ng down, employ meat
falling fchort on all sidee, beef, pork and mutton
at double the prices of a year or two ago, justify
these universal complains. Hard times are

upon us, and price arc high. Superadded to
; the exorbitant charges on t»e market for

bread tuffs and provis.ons, our codfish arlsto-
! craey find that >t noes hard to p y tw.> or three

dollars for a ticket to the Opera la view of
, hings, if t'Uch operatic managers as Moses H.

Grinnull shon d ap^ly for a benefit we sho<tld
uko it an nothing more than one of the natural
consequences of hacd times and high prices.
Cun't we Lave a reduction in the price of coal
or flour, or pork, or something, to sustain the
Opera? Let Mr. Walhridge hurry up hid bill
More Congress for the repeal of the duty on

cool. Not only the poor, but the codfish aristo¬
cracy and the Opera depend upon it. Twenty
torn* of coal go a abort way in heating the new
Onera Hcni»e. The 1mt hope of tho Opera is the
rtpial of the duty on coal.

Not Ab87"RJ>..One of our Washington eorrr-
pordent* speaks of the resolution o Mr. Cling
no. n. proposing a cnimienoa from our govern¬
ment to the European be 1 gercntu fn behalf of
police, as an absurdity. He look npon it here
in an entirely differed light. W«s think hj
resolution hy n»> means nb-ur but a aenible
and statesmanlike proposition. W® know tb..
Kusria wonld receive the commission pr&povd
v> itb i espect and attention: >nd we know, too
that Franco and Kng aud nre becoming sen

ou>'y eiith,rras*ed aud rii heartened at thy prr
*ent and prospective expenses of the war. In
vlnci»)e at home, ami all powerful in our mora

ana commfrual influence with both Kra oe a'xt
frjopl-nd. vre sre eonviuc d that a peace ootn-
uns»ion of prudent and fensible men from t*e
llnfied States would me» t with marked atieu
ti< n at London and l'aris. And the effects o»
this war upon our financial, commercial a n

huslnes* ink-rests of all k nds are such as wo.ild
n- tifv. in lb" pye* of th«' world, tho jn»j>oe>ed

%

commiaaion as a viae and p . <er malia on la
behalf of pet e. We are 6*1 y inet ned to
think 'hat be bel lger*n woo d be gad to
iviil bxnnlwa of our med a loo; *od with
this opinion we b pe ib» Mr. C Id man will
urge h i reflation upon the H >use. B»ea
the d Bcofvioo of the sub ect n C ngress may
have ita influence a tie pacifl at oo of Europe.
Let Mr. C logman speak to «be i esolo o , and
we ahall be aarpr te 1 it oe« not eoome a

leading topic of c nversation anong ail the
cabinet and di loma ic ci clea of t e Europe in

continent.
Mb. Baugek'h Puofo ^Increase or Pat..

Mr. Bauger baa ntroduoe^ a pr p >si ion in o

the Senate for tr.e increaee-^flf y per cent.of
the pay of the membe s of Coagretia Very
well. Guthrie can apare be money, a<>d an

increase of pay might atop a good many of the
leakages of C ngross onal cor uption. Con-
Fid*, ring, too, t e digm y of the office and the
size and wealth o the country, he Pre ident's
salary should also be increased to fifty thousand
a year; the members o the Cabinet should
have at leant twelve thou and; bat above all,
onr minsters abroad. ecpeci thy at London,
Paris, and St. Pe'er burg.should be voted an
ii.crease of their sa aries to fllteen or twenty
thousand dollirr a year. T > live respectably
in their official potation, oar ministers at L >n-
don and Paris l.ave, up to this t me, bee.i com¬

pelled to draw upon toeir private resources to
meet tbe deficiencies of their salaries. If the
government werebai krupt it might be excused,
perhaps in such exactions upon private indi¬
viduals for public expenses; but Guthrie has a

furplus of twenty millions, and oaght to pay
his legitimate bills, eveu for an occasional din¬
ner or so. We f-uggest, therefore, to Mr. Baiger
to extend bis increase of pay to tbe Pre.4-
. ent and tbe Cabinet, and especially to oar
diplomatic oorpa. There is no other al eraa-
tive left for onr diplomats; for Marcy has tried
the experiment of «>ld clothes, and it baa sig¬
nally failed. Call upon Guthrie to shell oat
tbe money.
Miss Brown's Lectors on Slavery..We

publish to-day the lectare of the Reverend Min
Antoinette L. Brown on the slavery question,
delivere 1 at the Tabernacle the other evening.
Miss Brown is a leader among ihe women's
right's women, and a preacher of the Gospel
somewhere in that sparsely settled country, of
wnich Ge rit Smith is the patrooa. And tbi«
calling her aw*y from her parochial duties in
the inter or down to New York to lectare on

slavery shows that the mighty men of the
cause are backing oat, and the Abolition So
ciety here has been compelled to fall back
upon their reserves among the Bloomers.
Neither Hale, nor Seward, nor Sumner,
uor Chase have been forthcoming. They are

evidently frightened at the terrible doings of
the Know Nothings especially in Massachu¬
setts. G'ddings, of all the batch, has proved
himself a man of plack. He sees that the ant i-
fclavery societies are in danger of being anni¬
hilated by the Know Nothings, and that unless
something is done to keep up the agitation
th'-ee Northern abolition cliques and coteries
will soon ' e laid apon the same shelf with the
fossil remains of the old whig and democratic
parties and the administration. So Giddiugs
has fired a . ay, right and left, in Congress, the
tirst chance, and in the absence of other men of
plack to «my>crt him, the courageous advocate
of woman's rights, entitled to all the rights of
woman, the dignified and handsome Bloomer*
tbe angelic and Reverend Antoinette L. Brown,
still rejoicing in " single blessedness," comes
to the rescue of Giddlngs. It is a pity that
fine a person as this feminine divine should be
led so far astray by the jack o'-lantern of abo¬
litionism. Pity that some dashing cavalier of

a Southern slaveholder will not undertake to
change her views upon thii subject. Who
knows but that she migh' be made as amiable
and rational on the slavery question as John
Mitchel in view of an " Alabama cotton plan¬
tation, well stocked with good fat negroes?"
Who knows ?

the latest news.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.
tttrr Hews from California and Oregon.

ARRIVAL OP THE PROMKTHKL'8 AT NEW ORLEANS .
CONTINUED DKPRF.8HI0N IN BU8INK88.LACK OP
RAIN AT THE MIVRP.LOSS OP A WHALE->HIt».
MaFSACBE OP AN EMIOBANT TRAIN BY THE OK.tOON
D>D1ANS,ET0.,B1C.

New Orleans, Dec 14, 18M.
The steamship Prometheus, from San Juan, Nlwta^oi,

baa arrived. She brings California dates to tha 24tti
ult , and lf.6 pasMngers.
Our files of California papers contain viry little in¬

telligence of geneial interest.
The commercial advices from San Francisco represent

affairs in aSoot the same condition as at the date of our
previous advices. It was not anticipated that there
would be any material change for the better until the
commencement of the new year.

Business at most places in the interior was extre mely
depressed.
The San Francisco papers record the arrival for the

week preceding the departure of the Nicaragua steamer,
of three whips only from Atlantic ports, to wit:.The Ar¬

eola, on the 16th, and the Contest on the 18th, both
from New York, and the Fearlesa on the 19th, from Ilo*
ton.
The United States ship Susquehanna was to sail from

San Francisco for New York on the 24th of December.
The L'ui'ed States steamship Mississippi had arrive.!

at fan Francisco, but her day of sailing for aa Atlantic
port had not been Bxed upon.
The (-'aa Francisco papers record the loss of the wtaal*

ship City of New Bedford, but tho&e at hand furnish n<>

particulars.
The mining news continues favorable, though the

miners were in some localities greatly in want of wator,
and were anxiously expecting rain, of which Ioim than
the averige quantity has fallen thus far this season.

Advices from Oregon state tliat the numerous an'l
powerful tribe_of Indians called "Snakes." b«<i com-

m« need war upon the whites, and slaughtered a whole
train of immigrants.
The advice* from San Juan represent the revolution 'n

Nicaragua as still in progress, but we do not learn thai
either party has yet achieved any decided advantage.
The British slonp-of- wsr Vesta, and the ateam frigate

Termagant, were at Greytowa.
The steamship Daniel Webster left here to-day for

San Juan.

From the Booth.
THIS SOI'THERN MAIL. eTEaMBO ATH ON TIIE FOTO
MAC RIVl H.LOBS OP LIPS ON TDK AT4AMBOAT
61F8BY; ETC.

Bai.timork, Dec. 14, 1861.
The steamboats on the Potom*o river have resumed

thdr^ylps, and the Southern mail Is now arriving hsre
regittirly once more.

Ten lives « ere lost by the burning of the steamboat
Glpsey, running ox the Mississippi river. Tlie vessel it¬
self is also an entire loss, with a valuable freight. Fifty
bales of cotton on the landing were also destroyed by fire

Fire at BtiflWlo.
Bitfalo, Dec 14, 18S1.

The distillery of Mes«rs. TrnMQtt & Thoma*, in this

eity, was destroyed by fire last night. Ta« loss is aboi't
$16,000.iunurance 1 9,000. home 4,000 bushels corn

were burned.

From Loolawtllc.
STATE TT.MPKRANCB CONVENTION.MR. CAEPKVTE'l

KACOVKRIKG ETC.
LoctsMLt.it, Dec. 14, 1*54.

A Htafo Umperance o<nvention is now in s«e«:on hern,
.hirh is imm»e nely attended by delegates from all

I art* of the State, who are diseasing the propriety of

aosrfastiaf candidates for the oMooa at Governor ul
Linlfuat Governor
The <cnvrntien doibIuM Major Gt». W. William*,

whir, of FMrkaa, for G<>T«rn.'r, and Col. J*nM« O. Her
dy dtwxrn, o( P»rwo, for LrtuUuut Governor.

rift, Ctnaiipp hu btto acqu tied at Helena on tb»
charg* of murder. The *iainlnation of witnesses in hi*
ce»e miuidmI live days, tftor which the pro«ecutiog
Attorney entered a nolle prosequi. lie hu. hawever,
been re arretted, and U to lie tried on a charge of arson:

Chapin's trial had commenced.
Mr. Carpenter, who vaa shot by Mr. Parkin* a few

' day* sine*, at Covington, is slowly recover ng.
The number of hogs killed hero thin season, up to tbi«

date, amount* to oo<> hundred and ninety-six thousand.
The weather la quite pleasant. Is the ca<al there is

bat three feet of water.

EMrute In the Boston Cwton Howe.
MEETING OP OPTICK-fllUKKHg.REMOVAL OF WHIG"!

USMANDEI*.THE Hl'OIUi 1NHI8TCU ON.
Botnos, I<oe. 14, 1864.

The democrat* of the Twelfth ward of this city m*t
last night, and passed a series of re«olutlons setting
forth that a majority of those employed in tho ap-
praiaer'a department of tho Custom House are whig*, or

arc doing all they can to pull down tho national admin¬
istration, and that a request which had been made by the
ward and county committee for their removal was re¬

jected by the appraisers, Messrs. Alien and Crocker.
The President is therefore called upon to remove these
appraisers and appoint true democrats in their place.
It was suggested that Fletcher Webster be Include 1 with
Messrs. Allen snd Crocker, but it wa* concluded that
public opinion would bo against such proscription of the
son of Eanitl Webster. It (s said that the real trouble
is, that "Know Nothingism" has obtained a foothold in
the Boston Cuttom Bouse.

From Washington.
TBI WHEELING BKIDGR UAfB. UK BIEKT.N CON81I.-

8B1P
Was 11VITON, Dec. 14, 1854.

In tho ease of the State of Pennsylvania m. The
Wheeling and Belmont Bri lg« Co , the argument of the

. everal motion* for a writ of ae<|i est ration against the
corporation for an attachment an Imt its oftcer*, and
Tor a writ of assistance to execu e the decree of this
court, and for taxation of o'.kta, was continued by tho
Hon. ReTerdy Johnson in opioi-iton, and concluded by
Edwin M. Stanton, K*q., in support.
John Wolff has ceased to act at St. Louis as Consul for

Bremen, and no one will be appointed in his place for the
present.

Heavy Failure at Providence.
Pbovidwck, Dec. 14, 1854.

The liabilities of Messrs Hill, Carpenter & Co., exten¬
sive wool dealers, of this city, do not exceod, wo under¬
stand, tho sum of about five hundred thousand dollars.
The banks here will not probably lose a dollar by their
failure, the notes held by them being all protected by
endorsers. The bank that holds the most of their paper
.say from te# to fifteen thousand dollars, all of which
is endorsed Um a capital of over sixty thousand dollars.

A large share of their pajier is held by men who bought
jt in the street.

The Effect or the Pacific's Mews at New
Orleans.
New Orlkaxs, Dec. 14, 1854.

The important advices per the Pacific were published
here yesterday noon, almost at the same moment that
the steamer arrived at her dock at New York, and had
the effect to suspend business tor the day. This morn¬

ing the cotton market opened at a decided decline from
previous prices, and sales have been made this forenoon
of about 4,000 hales at a decline of one quarter of a

cent per lb.
We now quote middling (1 o'clock P. M.) at 8c.

The New Steamboat M. Handfbrd.
Phtladbupula, Dee. 14, 1854.

Tho new steamer M. Sand ford passed the Capes of
Delaware at seven o'clock thin morning.

Markets.
PHILADELPHIA STOCK BOARD.

Philadelphia, Dec. 14 1 854.
Money ia unchanged.- Stocks are dull. Reading, 33;

Morris Janal, 10£ ; Long Island Railroad, 13, Pennsyl¬
vania Railroad, 41; Pennsylvania Fives, 79,\.

Extraordinary Iron Stcuuhlp Building at
Hobokcn, tor the United State* Govern¬
ment.
fc'ome few months ago we learned from Commodore

81oat, who la superintendent iu Stevens' shipyard, at
Boboken, that an iron steamer, of the most extraordi¬
nary construction, was building there for the United
States government by Mr. Robert I., Steven*. The
Commodore Invited na either to vi.iit the yard or send a

reporter for the purpose of examining her, which we

did in compliance with his inritation, and b?liering that
it waa a matter of public interest. But before giving
the result of our visit and inquiries we «ill state a fovv
fa its in relation to the vessel iteeU.
8ome time in the year 1S40 or '42, Mr. Steven* pro¬

posed to the government to bait i a floating steam bat¬
tery of iron, as a protection, in the event of a war, to
the harbor of New York. By order of the government,
experiment* were made to test tlie correctness of ibis
theory, under the supervision of a board of navy and
army oScers. Commodore Stewart waa at the head of one,
and Col. Tottea of the other. The result proved four and a

half inches la thicknets of wrought iron, to he a perfect
defence against a sixty-four pound solid shot, fired n; Ua
yards distance from the target. Upon their repoi t of
these facte, Congress directed the Secretary of the Navy
to eater into a contract with Roier* L. Steven* for buil .

ing a steam battery upon his plan for the defence of the
harbor of New York. After the execution of this agree¬
ment, a dry dock was constructed capable of containing

a vessel of the sUe required by the contract, toge'her
with shops, steam engine, furnaces, tools, Ate. Th<-
progress of the vessel was, however, delayed for want of
the necessary appropriations, until abtut two years ago,
when Congress again directed the Secretary of the Na y
to proceed with it under the contract. Some further
delay, however, occurred, occasioned by the necessity
of enlarging the dry dock for her reception. The bat
tery, as now constructing, is over four hundred feet in
length on the water line. Since the completion of this
dock, considerable progress has been made in the work'
and the ship is now, with the exception of a

few ribs, completely in trame, and about one-third plank¬
ed np with heavy Iron plates. A fee days ago, however,
in conaequenee, we are told, of a severe pressure in the
money market, one hundred and forty men who were en¬

gaged in her construction, were discharged.
These are all the facts which we are in possesion ef,

and it is almost unnecessary to say how unsatisfactory
they are. Desiring to publish a full description of lue

vessel, on* of our reporters, as we have said in compli¬
ance with the invitati >n extended to us by Commodore
Bloat, who is superintending bur coot '.ruction, paid a

visit some montbs ago to the ship yard in Hobnken. As
neither Commodore Sloat nor Mr. Stereo -i cot:!'. he
found at that time, he explained the object of his w>>t to
the person in charge of the yard, but waa told that it
wa# hi* employer 'm desire to keep tbe rnatW as secret at.

possible, and that no one was admittod n'.o the yard
. xcept t),e workmen and a few of Mr. Stevens' per.- -u 1

iriends. Two or thr<><* days after, our reporter called nl
tin; retddtnee of Mr. havens, iu Haflay street, be¬
lieving tl.at it -*as only ince*«rvry to see hiiu to
obtain all the particulars in relation to his ship.
After one or two unsuccessful attempts he at la*i
succeeded in rinding that gentleman at hi.me, when thy
followiog cunvi nuii, on took place:.
RKPoim.*. Mr. teveits, I presume.
Mr. Stevkjih. (looking over the top of a paper .vhich

be was reading) Yes, sir: what do you wtnt with nvf
Rkporti-R. 1 am >nt» nf the reporters of the Nbw York

Build, and called lor the purpose of getting a descrip-
t on of the bomb- pro if steamship at present in oour'.e
of construction in your yard for the United States gov¬
ernment.
Mr. Bttvkxp Well, sir, I don't wish to make tho mat¬

ter public, and canmtsay anything about if. It would
be no heuefit to me to have anything published about
the vessel at tbia time.
KiPOKTKf.As it Is a subject In which the poblie, and

espmlly New Yorkers, are interested. Mr. H^nnett is
di sirous of giving them all tbe information that be can

obtain ihout. it,
Mr. PTBMtM*. It wotild be of no use to tbe pubHc to

1 n'.w what 1 am doing in my yard. I can't give any.
Miiijg concerning tbe vessel.

hi roKiEH. I have a few I acts concern' nf the contract.
whi<h »at made ten years ago with tbe government,
but it is neres«firy f at I slioi.M have a detailed dcscrlp
tt' n of tbe vi escl belore making It public

Mit . I don't want you to publish anything
at all in tej «rr! to my vessel. As I said be/ore. the pub¬lic li»v# nu interest in it, snd it is not neoessary that
tb»y should know anyth'i.g con -ertiingmy arrangements.

I im-iv.< ood morning, sir.
Mr. Mkvim . Gcm.i. moiuing.
'thus enijed the first interview of our reporter with the

butlui r of the bombproof Iron steauiship fcr the de¬
fence of tl e harbor of ,\ew York.
A Mt« r nas j i.htiahH yesterday, by one of the Arm,In o moriing s|er, but as it gave a vrry brief and un-

-atmiactrri J. Mrtpfion ot the vessel, we sent the same
rt|«rt*r to Mr fltsvens, with tbe request that he would
(uintrb l.im with a. I ihe details, supposing, as the mat¬
ter I diilnady hevn msde public by the firm, there
roi.hj I e i .I furtner objection to the publication of all
!h< | articular*. '/he »ecoad interview, however, was a«
uiisicceseli I as tie «r»t. as the foilo viui conversation
will fbr w .
hnmut. I calbil npon yon, Mr Ptevenft, som<s

m« ntbs sgo, in relation t" your h< nih- J roof iron steam- ji r, with tno request from vr. Bennett tbat you would

furoitb mt with all the fact* from which a d stall il
seriptfen of it might be given. Her* is a letter wb icb I un
derrtand hM been publiahed bv your brother, Mr. John
C. in one of the raom nf paper*, bat M tt doe«jnot eirer into any of the particulars in rtfkltl te the
conttrnction of the »<¦»»el, ami as the undertaking M .
novel one, 1 should like to get . fall account ef it from
yon.

Mr. Frrvrxit. t do not V now that I can fire you
any nunc than la firea in that letter, and I should thnk
you could icake op a statement in ui« way from
that. 1 know that yoar newspapers never I k» to copy
from one nno'l.er, but you can altirthe U-i<uage, you
know, givins 'he facts aa they are stated there.
Km ktkr.But the letter does n«t fire a description

of the vessel, and that is what 1 wont.
Mr. 6rykks.W«U, I can't five any more at prsemt,

but I will my brelher in a day or two and we will I
consult nbtnt it; a»d you, in the meantime, can write
out your account from the letter, and let me aee it when
it is written so that I can correct it if nece«sarr.

Here ended tbe second interview. The first tin* oar
reporter called on the imitation of Commodore Stoat, an.t
Mr. 8tevena, who la merely an agent of tbe government,
bad no rig> tor authority to exclude tbe public fr>nv
the knowledge of a matter in which they are latere (ted.
Mr. Stevens ia a respectable shipbuilder, but he should
hare learned before this that tbe aaaunptioa of such
arbitrary authority aa he boa manifested willnot be toler¬
ated by the people from any of tbeir servant*. The pub¬
lic would like to know, for inatance, bow tbe twe hun¬
dred and fifty thousand dollars appropriated by Coogre<«
have been expended.

Mbtbofoutan Tniiu-"Schawtl.".Thia melo dra¬
matic spectacle was presented, for the first time ia thie
city, at tbe Metropolitan, on Monday, and baa been
played since to fair houses. "Schamyl" ia one of those
remarkably strong melo-drama*, for the pmdnctioa of
which the Ambiga, Paris, and the Stawfead theatres,
London, are eminently distinguished. Tbe plot ia misty.
It purports to detail events in tbe life of tbe Ctreaaaian
hero, who first appears to us aa a "font" young man,
next as a sort ef Masaniello in a amall way, and finally,
after a variety of adventurea.in which be escapee from
large numbers of foes, falls in love with a Ruasinn belle,
makes severe remarks about tbe Cxar, and talks a great
deal about liberty.be whips all the Russians, and 1*
unanimously chosen Iman of Oircassia.a little difficulty
aa to his legitimacy being aettled through the klntlnesa
of his mother, who ia good enough to die in order to re-
lease her son from an nnpleasant predioament. After
peace is concluded, we have the "envoys of the Wsste^a
Powera".France and America(!).offering tbeir aid to

Schamyl againat Russia!
There are many incidenta in the course of tbe piece,

but tbe above seems to be the gist of the plot. There >*
a Russian and a Circassian army, in a very lax atate »f

discipline.a brass baud in New York uniforms.a corp9
de ballet that sadly needs training.several procession*.
some bannera.a great deal of gunpowder and oolered
fires, as well as other adjuncts which are generally seen
in this style of piece ; but the whole is thrown toge¬
ther so "loosely and unprofitably" that it is impossible
to treat upon the subject in a serious vein. The mili¬
tary art and tbe science of diplomacy must hare beeo
unknown in Ruasia and Circassia at tbe period of thi* ,

piece (1832.) The scenery is new and some of it i*
good, but tbe carpenters have not done tbeir work well,
and vacant spaces between parts of set scenes interfere i

slightly with tbe effect. The raft scene at the end of th© 1
fourth act was good.
The cast of characters inelnded every person in th®

company. The porta, with tbe single exception of
Schamyl, are all bad, and tbe language ia traah. Mr.
Anderson walked through his part, and displayed no ani¬
mation exoept in one speech. He did not look like
Schamyl, who bad in 1832 red hair and whiskers, sprin¬
kled with gray, while Mr. Anderson wore black hair and

a pretty moustache. The prevailing style of complexion
among tbe Metropolitan Rusaiaus and Circassians was
brunette. We have heretofore believed that tbe Inhabi¬
tants of there countries inclined to the blonde.' Mr.
Eddy played " an American adventurer," who helps to
wbip the Russians, and it waa rather good than other*
wise, although there were too many allusions to this glo¬
rious country. Mr. Canoll was the villain of the piece.
Doubtless he is a great scoundrel, but ho was so very
mysterious about it that the audience was in doubt as to
bis intentions. He was always foiled, however. The
rest of the acting wat good, anl the Circassians, in the
fourth act, made tbe best stage mob we have ever seen.
The tableaux vivantt in the third act weve very pretty;
and in the same acene Miss Dawes gave us some artistic
pott*, clever tour* dt force and expressive pantomime.
Mrs. Jordan's performance of Olga was the best piece of
aeting in tbe piece.
Tbe spectacle would be much more effective with more

attention to detail in the carpenter's ami wardrobe de- i

partmcnts. In a piece of this kind, success is only to be
itchieved by perfect mechanical efftcts.

IT. 8. Commissioner's Court.
Before Geo. W. Morton, Esq.

THE NKW ERA WRECK AND W&KCKKR3.
Dm 14..Application was made to the CoinmLntiooe?-

tl.is morning for warrants of arrest against several par¬
ies who are obarged as being a gang of wrecker* and

robber*, and with Laving expelled tbe agents of tho-
owr.ers from, and taken forcible possession of, the wreck.
oi the steamship New Era, now lying on the Jersey
shore.
Mr. Morton issued warrants for the arrest of the offen¬

der.!, aid immediately uent down a steamer with United
States officors to take them into custody.

Wolft'i Schiedam Sehnappo..A* thll cele¬
brated medical stimulant has within the last few years
made a great noise in the world, and risen to so high »
degree of popularity for its excellencc aa a tonic and
beverage, we have thought it might not be uninterest¬
ing to our readers to learn a few facts regarding its ori¬
gin and manufacture.especially when we recollect that
many people generally lake more or less pleasure in
knowing tnc history of everything tbey eat, drink and
wear, nowadays. While in New York, a short time sinoe,
we visted tbe celebrated establishment of Udolpho
Wolie, whose Schiedam schnapps have become celebrat¬
ed throughout tbe length and breadth of tbe Union..
We bad no idea of tbe extent of the manufacture of tho
article for consumption in this country alone, until we
examined for ourselves, and saw sufficient evidence of
Mr. Wolfe's immense business. The liquor ia saerely put
up In bottle* in New York, the gin being imported in
piles directly from hia manufactury in Holland.
Ihtee very large stores in Beaver street are exclusive-

I ly devoted to bottling, enveloping , boxing, packing and
storing. A large number of hands are kept in constant
employ mcnt,* and the average quantity put np per dayexceeds four hundred dozen. His cellars are filled with
pipes ol the schnapps, bonded under the Custom Hous*
seal, and at tbe time of our visit we should think there
was a sufficient supply to float a seventy-four gun ship,
provided it could be emptied into one of the government
docis. Wv understood from Mr. Wolfe that hU bill for
printing labels alone amounted to from tun to twelve
thousand dollars yearly, and we presume bis advertising
expenses will equal that sum, if not greatly exceed it.
As to the m nits of the Bche.dam schnapps, we will'

only state that it has been endorsed by many of tbe first
physicians in the oouotry, aa containing valuable medi-..
oiual qualities, and recommended by them aa beneficia*
in tLe treatment of various diseases. It has also been
introduced into hospitals, dispensaries and private medi¬
cal practice, at a diuretic, tonic and restorative, with
evident success.
lLe highest chemical antbority in this country has

endorsed the schnapps as purer than the beat Frencla
brandy, while in price it is such cheaper than the worst.
Tbe repeated failures of the European grape crops have
raised the value of genuine brandy (if, indeed, such %
rarity is procurable at all) te a figure which places It
bey< nd the reach of nine-tenths of our population. Ae

a medicine it i* unalienable by a large portion of tbe
sick; as an habitual drink it is only for the affluent;
and when purchased at tbe heavy coot of $8 or 99 a gal¬
lon, it is neither so good for medicinal purposes, nor so>
wholesome aa a beverage, as Wolie's Schiedam schnapps,
which, « rea by tae ringle bottle, ia sold at less than
hall tbat rate.

It baa now become one of the most fashionable and
wholesome beverages of tbe day. Scarcely a eotTeo
Lou; u in the city I hat has any claims to i<'*i>«ctability,
but keeps it on band, and many of them have tbe im¬
pudence to pass a very inferior article of giu upon the
unwary for the genuine schnapps.

It is more frequently called for at the bar In this city
than brandy.and we all know a sufficient quantity of
lhat is daily consumed. Families make use ot' it to tho

i luiost entire exclusion of every other stimnlant oc
tonic. It has peculiar preventive qualities, operates in

an invigorating manner upon tho stomach, strengthens
the nerves, purifies the blood, heightens the imagina¬
tion, and benefits the human system in many other ways,besides being an excellent antidote for tbe blue*. It re¬
commends. especially, itself to all temperance men.for
in imbibing it tbey can find sufficient .stimulant to pre¬
vent their falling into that most disagreeable of nega¬tive positions, called dullness, (which border* on stu¬
pidity, and is the effect of total abstinence from all
be>» rages of a stimulative character,) without violating
their pledge*, because it is an acknowledged medicine,
as much ax quinine or calomel..New Orleans Delta,
Nov. 30.

Season of Fnnk.Gfe-nln, No. Wi Broadway,.
aoliclta the attention of the lad lea to hla magnificent as¬

sortment of auperb fura, made up In the M#Mt anl
mmt fashionable atylea, and conatatieg of full acta of
Hudaon'a Pay liable, Kuaaian aable, royal armiae, *tone>
marten, chinchilla, rock marten, mink, Ac His stock

of rouffa, victurinea, and ruffa. be ia oonfldent, baa never
betn aurpaaaed by any ever aubmitted to the good tests
and judgment or theladleaof New York and vicinity.
An immense atock of gentlemen 'a far and pluah capa, or
the wont recherche pattern*, combining elaifivnco witbt
w-umtb. has alao been opened, and all who desire to for¬
tify thenueivea againat tho Ma»ta of winter are invited
to call and examine them. Ladtea' fur and felt bonnet*,
together with an elegant variety of lovely bata for -hil-
drtn. OENIN. 214 Broadway, nppoaite St. Paal'a.

Awflil Karriflre of Ladle*' Und«rrlathlii|r#
dreaa eapea, and head drn.se*.- -The aubaenber b*vin<
been induced to pnrcha-e an invoice of the above article*,
at a leduction of alxty-Gve per cent ujoa thoii actual
value, would respectfully acquaint the lady patrona ct
the bataar, that they can avail IhemaelveH of .hi* ad¬
vantage during to day, F May 16th; Saturday, l<Mh,
and Monday, lith Inatnnt, from 10 A M. to a I' M. Tho
iovoit-e cf nolsta in part of ladlaa' linen and woollen un

derfarmenta. ladlea' break la.-t ami dre«* rape*, he.vS
dre»»ea. children 'a merino, ailk and embroidered rtresaet j
alao, ch\idre»> undergarm-nt* of ail de«crlptli>na.

JOHN N. UfcNIN, HI Broadway.


